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The Twenty-First Sunday  
                     after Pentecost   
                      

                       Proper 24A 
 

Morning Prayer – October 18, 2026 
 
 
 
 

We are delighted to have you here and warmly invite you to fully engage in God’s mission and ministry at St. 
Martin’s Church. Everyone is welcome—no exceptions, no reservations. We are an inclusive Christian 
community committed to making a meaningful difference in people’s lives. 

 

Prelude        
 

Hymn 372  Praise to the Living God                   The Hymnal 1982 

   
Opening Acclamation 
  

Officiant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
People   Glory to God for ever and ever.  

 

Confession 
    

    Officiant      Let us confess our sins to God. 
    

Silence is kept. 
    

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
 the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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Invitatory and Psalter                                                                                 
 

   Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
   People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

 

                   Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
Venite Psalm 95:1-7 
 

     Officiant  Our God has redeemed the world:  
     People   Come, let us worship 
 

Come, let us sing to the Holy One; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, * 
and raise a loud shout with psalms. 

For you, O God, are a great God; * 
you are great above all gods. 

In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are yours also. 

The sea is yours, for you made it, * 
and your hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before God, our Maker, 

  For you are our God, 
and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand, * 

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  
      

       Our God has redeemed the world:  
      Come, let us worship 
 
Psalm  99                      St. Helena’s Breviary 

  

God reigns; let the people tremble; * 
God is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
let the earth shake. 

 

God is great in Zion * 
and is high above all peoples. 

 

Let them confess God’s Name, which is great and awesome; * 
God is the Holy One. 
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  “O mighty Ruler, lover of justice, 
you have established equity; * 

you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.” 
   

  We proclaim your greatness, O God, 
and fall down before your footstool; * 

you are the Holy One. 
   

  Moses and Aaron among your priests, 
and Samuel among those who call upon your Name, * 

they called upon you, and you answered them. 
 

You spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 
they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them. 

 

“O Holy God, you answered them indeed; * 
you were a God who forgave them, 
yet punished them for their evil deeds.” 

   

   Proclaim the greatness of our God 
     and worship on God’s holy hill, * 
     for our God is the Holy One. 

 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The First Reading    Exodus 33:12-23                             NRSVUE             
  

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
 

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have 
also found favor in my sight.’ Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so 
that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 
He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to him, “If your 
presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found 
favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I 
and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.” 
 

The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor 
in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, 
“I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The 
Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will 
show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” And the 
Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; and while my 
glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I 
have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not 
be seen.” 
 

A period of silence follows. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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A period of  silence follows 

 

Canticle 19     The Song of the Redeemed     Magna et mirabilia      Revelation 15:3-4 
 

O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done, * 
   surpassing human understanding.  
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 
   O King of all the ages.  
 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 
and sing the praises of your Name? * 
   for you only are the Holy One.  
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 
   because your just and holy works have been revealed.  

 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  
Amen. 

 
The Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10       NRSVUE               
  

A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians. 
   

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ: 

   

Grace to you and peace. 
   

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we 
proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in 
spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord 
has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in 
God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those 
regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 

A period of silence follows.  
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

A period silence follows 

 
Canticle 21    We Praise You, O God        Te Deum laudamus 
 

We praise you, O God, 
we acclaim you as Lord; 
all creation worships you, 
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the Father everlasting. 
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
      Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
       heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
The glorious company of apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you: 
      Father, of majesty unbounded, 
      your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
      and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
You, Christ, are the king of glory, 
the eternal Son of the Father. 
When you took our flesh to set us free 
you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb. 
You overcame the sting of death 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come to be our judge. 
     Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
     bought with the price of your own blood, 
     and bring us with your saints 
     to glory everlasting.  

 
Sequence Hymn 683  O for a Closer Walk  with God    The Hymnal 1982 
 
 

The Gospel                   Matthew 22:15-22                                  NRSVUE    

       

A reading from the gospel of Matthew. 
  

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard 
people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or 
not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said 
to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said 
to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 

  

A period of silence follows.  
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

A period of silence follows.  
 

Homily/Reflection 
 

A period of silence follows 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

     
The Prayers The people stand or kneel 
 

   Officiant   God be with you.  
   People   And also with you.  
   Officiant   Let us pray.  
    

  

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
   hallowed be thy Name,       
   thy kingdom come,        
   thy will be done,        
      on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
 as we forgive those     
  who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory,   

               for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 
V.   Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.   And grant us your salvation.  
V.   Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.   Let your people sing with joy.  
V.   Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.   For only in you can we live in safety.  
V.   Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.   And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.   Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.   Your saving health among all nations.  
V.   Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.   Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
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V.   Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.   And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the 
nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the 
world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Human Family 
 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
A Prayer for Mission 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace:  So clothe us in your Spirit that 
we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge 
and love of you; for the honor of your Name.  Amen. 

 
The Peace 

Presider The Peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn 490  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light    The Hymnal 1982  
 

The offering is brought forward during the hymn and placed on the altar 

 
The General Thanksgiving  
 

Let us pray together 
 

Almighty and merciful God,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
 

We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
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by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  
Amen. 
 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom   
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine:  
Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and 
ever.  Amen.      Ephesians 3:20,21 

 
Hymn 594  God of Grace and God of Glory             The Hymnal 1982 
 

Announcements 
 

Postlude   
The worship is over  ~ ~ ~ Now the service begins! 

 

Please join us for fellowship and coffee in the Gathering Room 
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